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How haſt here an awful Providence to draw forth and” 
- exercize thy ſolemn Thoughts: A _ - 'Taung, - 
© -Strong, Healthful, and of ne ordinary opefuleeſs, | 
"." and Profitiency in what might render hin « Light and 
Bleſſing to and in his Generation \ but ſoon cut down by a ma- 
hgnant Fever. I knew him intimately, and. greatly valud him ; 

and, by my free and frequent Comperſution: with him, I found 
him Apprehenſgve, Inquiſitvve, Riceptive: off things, in. their. 
Pvidencts, CAttentive towhat was; [u5d,:.C alu. and Modeſt, but 
Pertinent in his PR ; 4nd prone ta conſider Sergouſly of Mat- 

ters. But yet the Concernedpeſs {oh his Soul for Holineſs and. 


Heaven, drench'd in a Scrupalous Temper; did t00 exorbit antly 
exgth nhereof was 


agitate his Imagination, or Fancy"; the * 
his bewaiPd Unhippineſs. For hol Ag 


»d his Lift blameleſs; und hi dates tra —— 
der, and his Ls leſs,” and his Tndaſtry' vii eat ins 
the parſuit of 7290ge Etermat ; yr ory jrntenn: 7 (5fovw) free 
from urgent ts and Fears : yet not diſcernible to any, until 
related by himſelf unto ſome few ; and among theſe, to me ; to 
whom his Reſorts were very frequent, free,and grateful : for his 
ordinary Converſation was not moroſe, but pleaſant and profi- 
table ;" though, through Seif-d ffidence and Suſpicion,he both kept - 
guard, and much refletted on himſelf, rather to Cenſure, than to-* 
E xalt himſelf in his own Conceit, or to extort Self-Commendas- - 
tion from Others.. Flt\is Dead : Neither was Providence long 
about this fatal and awakening Work. 

Through: Providential Condud?, the Author of this Ser- 
mon thus entertain'd a great and attentive _Auditcry, at the 
Funeral. 


_— iS nas —_ #4 


To the Reader. 


Funeral Solemnity of the Deceaſed. The Compoſer of this 
Sermon (my Dear and Worthy Fellaw-L.gbourer in the Goſpel) 
I could copiouſly Commend,but will not : He is well known to b: 
more preſt by me, and others, than forward of himſelf to make 
this frriow and uſeful Yer may publich., The Figſt- Frigts of an 
hogetul Harveſt ave not the worſe far beyng early, but tans 
Towns Timothy, when deſerving it, was al even by 
Sr. Paul, hat great Apoſtle. And Grace, I hope, will keep 
him ſafe and humble ;, and | beg it may 4a fo. But —Manum 
de Tabula— God's Word and Providence have their loud 
Call, and Lowry Dag Be a 4 O# ings Prqgare, 
Falfl, Difpateh, \"Y at . Trudpe I at 
Da the Ewa of alt Things 5s 4 hand ; yo. vow 
when, how near, or how. 4 Fever (ſuch as wade this SpeiZacle 
of Mo: tality ) may quickly fend us after him, who is lely goxe 
unto the Grave : Aud what comes next ? | EE 

Pardon me, Reader, of 1 went my very Heart and Vifbes 
in theſe borrow" d Straans : 


O Deus | aut nullo caleat mihi PeAtus abigae ; 
Aut foto caleat peRtus abigne tyi, 

Languet ur illa Deo, mibi mens fimul zmula languet? 
Colitus yt rapitur ! me violenta rapit. . 

Vt Paveam ſcelus omne, petam ſuper omaia Ceelum ; 
Da mihi Freaa Timor, Da mihi Calcar Amor. 


Luttibus C ztera & Suſpiriis, 


LONDON, Thine im and far the Lord, 
Jan. 15. 


1692: While Mate. Sylveſter. 


A 


Funeral Sermon, &c. 


Funeral Solemnity (my Friends) is an 
A awful Thing ; apt todiſpoſe the Minds of 

choſe who are in any wiſe I houghtful for 
Serious Impreſſions : and therefore affords an Op- 
portunity for purſuing an Exhortation to Piety and 
Religion, with good Advantage. * 


Though Funeral Orations had their Riſe from 
Heatheniſh Vanity, yet may they (provided all 
unjuſt Commendation of- the Dead, and ſervile 
Flattery of the Living, be avoided) be exceeding 
uſeful, even among Chriſtians, in helping to make 
the Survivers better ; -there being nothing that 
more promotes the Amendment of our Lives, than 
che ſerious Conſideration and p— of the 
Departure of Others, who are ſnatchd away by 


Death, both on our Right-hand and Lefr, leaving 
us behind, who Our Selves allo mult ſhorcly 


follow. 


B We 
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We have now befove ws. the Conga oft 

a Formight ago, might rarhoithy + Re 
have livd as long as moſt here preſent 3 One that a 
few Days ago was Hale and Strong, Healthful and 
Vigorous, Aimable and Pleaſant, Well-Accom- 
phih'd. and Uſeful : Bug s mortal Diſtance fed 
him, his Strength was on @' ſudden baffed, and 
all his Plenty of Spirits exhauſted ; he is cruſh'd 
like a Moth, his Serviccableneſs.is an am; erid ; and 
we av@Now going! to. Commit. his deſented Cagcaſs 
to- the Earth, the grand Principle of its Compolis 
tion. Who-that wilb give way to. Confideration, 
but muſt hereupon be provokd to take up fome 
ſuch Reſolution as. this? By the help of God, 
henceforward, whatever I neglect, Ill mind my 
main- Concern- ; Il} do. what I have to do in. this 
World without Delay, fince F know:not how 
foon- Death may furprize me, and ſummon me. to 
Judgment ? Tis the engaging us to make and 
keep. ſuch a Reſolution as this, which (humbly 
imploring. Divine-Aſſiſtance): I at preſent aim at : 
And in-order thereto, I have pitchd, for the Sub- 
ject of my Diſcourſe, on that Paſſage of Holy 
Writ which we-meet with in 


JOHN 
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F| ax Fay the works of him that ſent me 
while it 1s day ; the night cometh when 


#0 120 Can Work. 


xch are. the Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 

yiour, ordinarily taken as ſpoken by him 
with reference 'to HimſeWf, diſcovering his Iteady 
e of managing that grear Concern for which 
he carne into the World with the utmoſt Speed and 
Diligence ; and more particularly, tus Reſolyed- 
neſs to do as many beneficial Miracles as the Thott 
tame of his tay here below would alfow him. But 
waymg this Sence, I ſhall conſider them as having 
a general AſpeCt ; ſctting before us all that which 
is our plain Duty, and fhovld be our refolyed Pur- 
poſe. * For which Acceptation, (beſides the Obli- 
gation we are under to a Refemblance of our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord, in this, as well as in other Reſpects,) 
I think I have ſufficient Ground, in that, accord- 


ing to one of the moſt yalnable Copies * of the *r7«.Thar 


New Teſtament this day in the World, this Paſ. 


fage ſhould be thus render'd, We muſt work the Works <amvridge 


of him that ſent #s. And indeed,a tranfient Animad- 
yerſ1on of the Circumſtances of this Verſe, will 
B 2 ſuffice 


—— 
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ſuffice to ſatisfie us, that it hath nothing in it pe- 
culiar to our Saviour ; but that he took a conve- 
nient Occaſion.to make his Fellowers ſenſible how 
much they were concern'd, according to their 
different Capacities, "to do the Work that God 
had ſet them, in'the'T'ime that he had given-cthem, 
which 1s ſhort, and very uncertain, -and:therefore 
carefully to be improv'd ; and that he might inſt- 
nuate- this the better, he brings Himſelf in for 
Company. | 

I ſhall not go- about to try whether or no I 
could, on a SubjeEt fo circumſtantiated as this, 
give you a learned and flortd Diſcourſe ; bur ſhall 
only endeayour to be a plain Echo of that Provi- 
dence which, is the fad Occaſion. of our preſent 
Concourſe, in. laying, before you, 'in. diſtin&t Pro- 
poſitions, the ſeveral Truths which theſe Words 
contain ; of which I ſhall afterwards make a brief 
Improvement, both General and Special. 

Now the Truths which theſe Words naturally 
preſent. to. our Thoughts, are ſuch. as theſe that 
follow. 


I. That -we are. all ſent into. this World by 
God. We mult work the Works of him that ſent 
us. Wecame not hither of our ſelves : We came 
not by Chance : Our: ProducCtion's owing to an 
Agent infinitely Powerful and. Wiſe ; who though 
he 
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he did noc..ummedately create'us out of Nothing; | 
yer order'd diſposd1and actuated - thoſe: Natural 
Cauſes by whoſe Concurrence we were fotmid. 
One would wonder how any. that haye the leaſt 
2 ark of. Reaſon, ſhould-ever: ler it enter into their 
houghts, chac fa Neble.a Being as- Man ſhould'be 
the Workmiinflup!iof: fortuitous Chance, when we 
ſee Men riling-up in the: World, Age after Age, in 
a (tated Order. And. as forthac Fermef NATURE, 
of which ſome are fo fond, if chey mean by-ic any 
thing diſtinct either from the Author, or the 
ſecrled: Order of Things, they introduce by. it a 
Being of whoſe Exiſtence they can give no Evi- 
dence. Bur Jet. our Wits argue as long as they 
pleaſe, we may fecurely. defie them to/give any Ac- 
count, how. it ſhould'come-rabout, that when it 
was but a little while ago: alcogether Indifferent 
whether ſuch Beings ſhould eyer have been, or 
not, .one Generation ſhould now. ſo (tatedly ſuc- 
ceed another ; unleſs they'll own the Agency of che 
Great Creator, of all I hings, the free -Efflux” of 
whoſe ſuperabounding Goodneſs. aye che firſt 
Riſe to the World. 
. "Tis He that manifeſtly pies « Narurg:Caofe 
their Vertue, ſers them on Work) buimds' their 
Influence, determines their Effects, and over-rules 
and manages them in all their: Productions:/'Sof 
—_ as. Things are: now diſpoſed, ;, we” as; niuchy 


OWe 


os 
= __—— 


OWe- OUr Bezngs to-Gad; as we'fhoald do, if, by 
virtue af. bs. Almighty Word; we ſhould in an 
inſtant: tart out of Nothing,' IT was Hethar Gr(t 
ſhapd us m the Womb 5 as we may ee, P/at.13 g. 
44, 15, 16, 'Twas He'thar broughc us vut - of 
our farſt fait: Confinement, into 1d tavge' and 
noble-an Habuation as thac ofahis Vitible WotHd, 
Pſal.n 1. 6.. "Fis on Him that we :ſubfiſt all the 
rune that we arc here, and therefore we may be 
aſſurd He fent us hither. © 


11. A Second Truth theſe Words afford, is this ; 
That we have all of us Work todo here. And 
need 1 go to prave 'this. vo you ?-.Dowe not fee 
all che Creatures, mm thar ſeveral Ranks, according 
to their Capacities, at work about us ? Db we noc 
find that we have  Aftove Natures, Noble Pow- 
ers, Large Capacities, and Boundleſs Cravings ? 
And can we then think that we were'defign'd to be 
idle 2 (Should : we mdeed 'Jook into moſt Mens 
Lives, we thould'be apt to think either that we 
have nothingat all, or noching of any Conſequence 
to do in this World. But lets but look round 
about ut; or anto ourſelves, and we ſhall ſoon be 
ſaursfyd that fach \aCtive 'Natures as ours muſt 
have an Employment. A Wile Being can neyer 
produce Powers to mo purpoſe; a Capacity, with- 
out fettingUuta wark: We mult haye ſome Work 
» "4; Or 


om — a. + 
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Or x other to. de, or elſe we ſthould- be. uſele-Im- 
p73 and in{ignificanc Cyphers in. tao Cree 
tion of God, 

Neither can our Work be at onus own Chaice.; 
we Cannot be free to. dor what ve Phaſe, I6\g& 
curally belongs to. Him that, gave us ous Powers; 
to employ thega ; to. Him, that; fent,ns, into. the 
World, to, allot. and cut. out propes, Wark, tor ys 
LN It: : And whenever we. prergnd tQ;CYF,qH6 Wark 
for our ſelycs,, we, arrogate; t@ ay {elyes.the Prexza- 

ative of our Maker. ;, who, baing- amy infinitely 
ile Agent, and having, made us _ af 
Working, hagh deligned: Work fox us.5 and 
that, ſuch Work, as. 15. ever way faitable. bo the 
Dignity, Excellency. and. Ability - af ; our; Na 
cures 
. Now, it's well, worth, our ſerious, Conſidgration, 
what Work. it is God; delign'd, us. for. . Ang this 
is . 2, Thought, which che, greateſk; Part of the 
World ſeldom, if ever to any purpoſe, hazbaur ; 
and. therefore 'tis no wonder that. their Lives. are 
ſo.diſorderly,, contus'd, and: unaccountably. extras 
vagant, and, fooliſh. I doubt ngt; but there are 
ſome Hundreds. and Thouſands ro, be found, whn 
never, ſpent, one half Hour, in.all cheir Lives, in 
deliberate Thoughtfulneſs avour the Wark fas 
which they were made, and ſent inco the World. 
Eor, can any Man, who will allow himſelf 
foberly 
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ſoberly to! weigh Matters, ever think thar 'fo No- 
ble a Creature /as 'he ſhowd have -no other Work 
in this World, chan to build Houſes, and planc 
Vineyards ; + take -his | Pleaſure, and live -ac his 
Eaſe, indulging? His  Appetites; gratifying his 
Senks,- and pampering a fhort-livd Body ? to 
prog for Wealth, and weary himſelf in heaping 
cogether a few Bags of periſhing Duſt ? co hunc 
for 'Honout' and Credit, Eſteem and Applauſe 
among his Fellow-Creatures, together with whom 
he himſelf muſt ſhortly paſs off this earthly Stage, 
ſo as to be quite forgotten? Can any One, I fay, 
that will grye - himſelf leave to * think; imagine 
ehis' to be Work fir for” ſo Noble a- Creature 
as Man to 'be ſent into this . World for ? And 
yet of how great a Part of Mankind, in all Apes, 
hath this been the fole Employment ! Oh, for * 
God's {ake !'Jet us be wiſer : Let's but open 
our Eyes a little, and -we ſhall ſoon diſcern quite 
othergueſs Work than this for us to mind. 
Should I attempt here to be particular, I ſhould 
ſoon expatiate beyond- the Bounds of a ſingle 
Diſcourſe : Let me defire you therefore, in 
ſhort, ro obſerve, that the Work which. we 
have to do in this World, tis either Common 
or Spectal. 


The 


M— 
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''Thie (gear Work that 4s 'commoen' to ws all, 
i5, whik we ar in this Werld, to prepare 
for \znother ; this Life not 'being-in order 40 4t 
ſe, Sut-m order” to/ 4 tberer Life, '> We cave 
ſent into #his 'World ts be-prepard,' qualfjid, 
UWposd and fitted for the and tefind 
Enjoyments of another 'State, for which we' ate 
deion's ; v0 Jive | a\ Life of Faith atid' Paſtente; 
that in-tlue rrme we may be” aflfileted' co'a Tie 
of Gloty. 010000507 HY RS 

And a gueater Work this 45 than we are /Or- 
dinarily aware: of -: ; Bur - Herem es the-ridin 
of it ;- We-are "tb got our SpirtYrefnvd, \and 2 
New and a Divine Neture-cory&y'& into us-; 
without which, we can never be:capable of -a 
Drvine 'Life. _ #n :orler Kkereto, there's a great 
_ Gear of Knowledge - tollbe gotren t' We miſt 

know the God that made us, and 1n the Enjoy= 
ment of hom -our Haeppmeſs les ': we muſt 
know our 'Apoſtacy from him, with its {ad 'Ff- 
fects: we muſt know the Means of our Reco- 
very, and uſe them. = And here-comes in Feſus 
Chriſt, whom 'we mult know and wke im all his 
Offices : We maſt know what He was by the 
Father delignd to-do for us 3; what Advantages 
he hath procurd-us, and on what Terms. To 
which Terms we muſt cake-care to come up-! 
C we 
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we mult: heartily return to God, through his 
Son ;. give up-our ſelves to. our Lord Redeemer's 
Conduct ; obey the Laws that he hath given 
us-z-uſe all the ſubordinate: Means that. he hath 
appointed us ; believe and truſt in the Promiſes 
that he hath made us; follow the Example that 
he hath ſer us; and depend on the Aſſiſtance of 
that Spirit which he hath-'purchaſed for us : We 
muſt be continually fighting againſt. the three 


grand Enemies of our Happineſs, the Fleſh, the 
World and the Devil :. we muſt improve all our 
Faculties, Talents, Abilities, Mercies, Relations, 
and Enjoyments, for, God, like Accountable 
Creatures z- and do. all the Good we can to 
Others. This is the Work that lies upon 
all our hands :. without doing which, we 
live in vain 3 -we anſwer not- the Ends of 
Lite. ag 2 
But beſides this: General; there's Special. Work 
to which God calls ſome. And this is either 
Ordinary or. Extraordinary : and: each-of them is 
of ſeveral ſorts, which-I ſhan't ſtay - to enume- 
rate : but among. them' all, there's none more 
Awful, Sacred-and. Tremendious, than the Mzin:- 
frerial Employment; and none lie under a greater 
neceſſity. of ; Diligence, Gare and Induſtry ;. noge 
{tand mn, need of; more. Afliſtance from. Above, 
than 
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than choſe who are calld to, and employd 
in it. That, is a Work, indeed; in it (elf, uns 
fit for Humane Hands ; and yet it.muſt be un- 
dertaken and done when God calls to it ; and. 
his Goodneſs is wonderfully ſeen, in fpiricing and 
fitting any mortal Men,, in. any tdlerable Degree 
for it ; aſſiſting them in it, and carrying them 
through it. But tis but few who have a ge- 
auine Call to . fuch Work-as this ; nor are all fit 
co: Judge of the , Dueneſs of 2 Call:to. it: [But 
to the former we are -all Calld, and we my do 
it 5 tis required of every one of us,. by God that 
ſent. us hither. .,, And ſo much for the Second Qb- 
ſervable. . «13 bl:9v7 a_ 


III. The - Third. thing - obſeryable, is this ; 
That God gives us a Day in which we may do 
our Work. We nuſt work the Works of him that ſent 
us, while it is, Day..q, Which conphes, thar wwe 
all have a .Day.,to .wark,.an. -... 45 Not,- in 
any caſe, like the, Egyptian Task-maſters, who 
requird Bricks without  Straw.. Hell: give us 
Time to do the, Work. hell xequire' at our 
hands. . .. -.. cl - Lei. 70 nn 
The great Difficulty here, is, with reference 
©o thoſe who die in Infancy, or at any time before 
they come to Years of Diſcretion. Whar Time, 

C 2 may 
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we mult: heartily return to God, - through his 
Son ;. give up-our ſelves to. our Lord Redeemer's 
Conduct ; obey the Laws that he hath given 
us-3-uſe all the ſubordinate: Means that. he hath 
appointed us ;3 believe and truſt in the Promiſes 
that he hath made us; follow the Example that 
he hath ſet us; and depend on the Aſſiſtance of 
that Spirit which he hath 'purchaſed for us : We 
muſt be continually fighting againſt. the three 


grand Enemies of our Happineſs, the Fleſh, the 
World and the Devi :. we muſt. improve all our 
Faculties, Talents, Abilities, Mercies, Relations, 
and FEnjoyments, for, God, like Accountable 
Creatures 3: and do. all the Good we can to 
Others. This is the Work that lies upon 
all our hands :. withour doing which, we 
live in vain 5 -we anſwer not- the Ends of 
Lite. bores 
Bur beſides this- General; there's Special. Work 
to which God calls fome. And this is either 
Ordinary or. Extraordinary : and: each-of them is 
of ſeveral ſorts, which-I ſhan't ſtay - to enume- 
rate : but among. them' all, chere's none more 
Awful, Sacred-and. Tremendious, than the Mzn:- 
ſerial Employment; and none lie under a greater 
neceſſity. of ; Diligence, Gaze and Induſtry ;. none 
{tand in, need of, more. Aſſiſtance from. Above, 
than 
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than rhoſe who ;are+ calld to,, and  employ'd 
in it. That; is @ Work, indeed; in it {el wns 
fit for Humane Hands ; and yet it.muſt be un- 
dertaken and done when God calls to it.; and. 
his Goodneſs is wonderfully ſeen, in fpiricting and 
fitting apy mortal Men,, in. any tclerable Degree, 
for it ; aſſiſting them in it, and carrying them 
through it. But /tis but few who haye a ge- 
auine Call to - ſuch Work: as this ; nor are all fir 
to: Judge of the, Dueneſs of .2'Call:;to-it: [But 
to the former we are -all Calld, and we muſt do 
it ; *t1s. required of every one of us, by God that 
ſent. ns hither. .,, And ſo much for the Second Ob- 
EOS i 1:7 a6 


III. The - Third. thing - obſervable, is this ; 
That God gives us a Day in which we may do 
our Work. We muſt work the Works of him that ſent 
us, whale it, is Day. YVinch gnphes, that; we 
all have a -Day-,to ,wark,an. - ... God | is not, in 
any caſe, like the, Egyptian Task-maſters, who 
requird Bricks without  Straw.. Hell give us 
Time to do the Work . hell equire/at our 
HA. 5:4 ol © bs. <1607 = 

The great Difficulty here, is, . with reference 
to thoſe who die in Infancy, or at any time before 
they come to Years of Diſcretion. Whar Tune, 

C 2 = 
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may. i be -demanded, | L, haverfuch 2s they - to/ do 
any Work in ?, Whezeto 'V reply; Fhat God! 
no Work of -any ſotr, of any, for whickr 
be gives not Tune and Capacity 

"As.'to: the Eternal Seate of Dying Infants, if 
that: be favther enquired. — : "cart oy no 
more than this, That thoſe of there who ſprang 
from, truly. Prous: Parents, are'reckon'Þ as 2 Parr 
of their Parents ; and therefore 'their Parents riphe 
acquitting/: themſelves in the Work chat God. ſer 
them (is- avatlable for cheir Good! '-''But as for 
thoſe of them. whoſe Parents-are Feligios - who 

Gog 


have nos done the Work for- whi ſenr 
them into the World, the Scriptures give us 
no Account ; and therefore we may and ſhould 
be 'content; bo! be Ignorant what becomes of 
them, ' - 

But" as fob us (my Friends) we have a Dzy 
_ 6-3" and! -therefore- afforded; thats we 

may Work''in- it. In wharf6ever ſence" welt 
ut Day, we have- it: we have Life pro 

kngdy;: Offirs and: Seaſons of Grace+ conti 

GoT sPaieties waiting; and. his- Spirit ftrivitig: 
Some of us have had a long Day of it : -We, 
bleſſedi: be- God, have- Tine, and! Efalth; and 
Works” ON? fine y we- had! Heans wv > do our 
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IV. A Path Obſervation is this ; Fhar 
this Day! of ours is bur ſhore: We muſs Work 
while i is Duy. That implies ir wort hl _ 
Which, ifs manifeſt; ivally meant of 
Time of Life, which-i 1s bur ſhorr, 

Ant this is a common: Theme of C 
wich ſore 5; yet as much ttere arid? 
look'd! by ochers, 3 if they dif nor believe ic 
How mownfally- fhafll we krar fome complain, 
thac we no ſeoner' paſs thronght helpleſs Infancy, 
adi inobferranet Chiltheod} and? come; _ afre 
much Pains and For; rv ger ſome wſerable Fir- 
neſs for Service” in ther" "World, bur we are 
preſently gone; onr Diys at anend ; > Ant yea 
how carelefsly and” negligently do the moſt live 7 
juſt as if they hd. their Day woaltt laft 
always ? 

Buc whaer little Reaſon is there for the for- 
mer Complaint, when our" Day ſufhces for our 
Work ? And* how- unacconnrable- is the” latter 
Inſtance' of Folly, when our Day, if pro- 
long'> 10+ the urmoſt Period, is fb. exceeding 
fore? IF we'll bur look into Icripture, we 
ſhall ſee things brought in as Emblems of ic, that 
are the moſt ſHorr, briccle- and fading,, that the 
whole Creation can-furnifh. 

Ects 


— 
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Let's conſule the Experience of Mankind, in 
all, Ages, and: ſee if our Working-time be not 
ſhort. How eaſily -may a Man, when the Sun 
Riſes in. the Morning, fore-ſce its Setting, when 
the - Light will be fucceeded by Darkneſs, the 
Day by Night? _ As cafily ' may we, while in 
Health, and Strength, and V igour, tore-ſee an 
approaching Death. How ſhort 1s -our Day, 
compard with the Days of Eternity ? even infi- 
nitely leſs than a ſingle Moment, compar'd with 
the whole World's Duration. Nay, what is 
our Day now, to that of thoſe who livd:-in 
the firſt Ages of the World, but as a ſhort 
Dream, compar'd to along Summer's Day ? This 
Point were eaſily illuſtrated and -proyd ; but ic 
needs neither, ſo much as Improyement. And 


fo doth, 


V. The Fifth Obſeryable, which is-this ; 
That our Day is not only Short, but Uncer- 
tain. For thus much that Paſſage alſo implies, 
We muſt work while it :s Day, Which ſeems to 
intimate, that - it may, for ought we know, 
laſt but a very little while ; it may expire exe 
we are aware. | 

And can there be any thing more evident than 
this ? when ſo many Thouſands of unforeſeen 


Caſualties, 


te ne, 
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Caſualties, Diſorders or Diſtempers may pur an 
end to it? Lets look abroad into the. World, 


and we ſhall find ſome of all Ages daily Dying. 


Who then - can tell at what Age his Day may 
end ? at what time his Sun may ſet? I need 


look no further for a ſen{ible Conviction of this,. 
than the Corps before us ; the Looking on 


which, may (and will, if we conſider Curcum- 
ſtances ) fatisfie us all that our Day's uncertain. 
Bur. yet, 


VI. In the S:xth and Laſt place, chough 
that be Uncertain, this is moſt Certain, That 
a Night will, ſooner or later, overtake us all, 
in which no Work can be done, but we muſT 
receive. our Wages, 

Let our Day be never fo bright and clear, 
ſome time or other the Shadows of the Even- 


ing will overſpread us-3 our Sun will ſet, and. 


Night will come; a Night im which. no man 
can work, Aﬀer which, nothing more can 
be done, in order to a. Preparation. for Hap- 
pineſs, or an Eſcape of Miſery ; in which. no 
more Means can be. usd, in order to our Amend- 
ment 3, no more Knowledge can be. gotren, that 
can do. us any Good : after which, no further 


Opportunity will be. aftorded us of repairing to,. 
= and 
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and making wfe of Chriſt ; and no Ffawther 
Time of Tirial allow'd us. Which is as certain, 
Heb.g. 27.95 'tis, that 4:5 appointed to all-mmen once to the + 
of which 'we-may be as -certam as we 'ate, (that 
now we Ive. [95 


The Day's our Workingxime 3 when the 
Night comes, »we 'muſt expeGt to veccive-our 
Wages. - Thus we: find it was mthe Parable of 
the Labourers, recorded in the Twentieth Chap- 
ter of St. Matthew's Goſpel, and thus twill be 
wvyich' ws. . | 


When God hath waited upon us, and gryen 


as as Jong a Day as he thinks fit, hell then 
call us to an Account, what Work we haye 
done ; how we'have behav'd-our ſelyes. 


If 'we have done "the Work for 'which God 
ſent us hither, heY Commend and highly Re- 
ward us. If wwe have 'not tone it, His very 
Look will ftrike-ns through with Ternour; and 
hell ſeverely punith us : For he will render tv 
rVery one according to ther Works. As you may fee 
more at large, if you-pleaſe to-cenfult Rom. 2. 6, 
and 'thefollowmg'Verles. 


And 
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Aud thus much may ſuffice for the DoQtrinal 
handling of the Words ; the Improvement fol- 
lows : which might be manag d to good purpoſe 
ſeveral ways : But that 1] may keep within 
bounds, I'le reduce what I would fay tor general 
[Improvement to theſe two Heads. 


If theſe things be ſo, then certainly it becomes 
us all, 


1. To improve the day we have to work in 
to the beſt advantage. 

2. Oftento think of, and ſeriouſly to prepare 
for an approaching night. 


Then, Let 4 manage and improve the day we 
We to work 3 n, to the beſt a— that =y be. 


I'm fatisfy'd there's ſcarce any oneamong us 
all, but if ask&'d, would ſay, that we heartily be- 
liev'd the forementioned Truths:that but who al- 
moſtlookt into ourLivescould believe usw hen we 
lay ſo ? Should we every one of us ſet our ſelves 
down ſeriouſly to examine what we have done of 
the work that we were ſent into the world-for 
(to do which would be a great inſtance 'of our 
wiſdom), what a poor account ſhould 'we bring 
in ! How much of our day. havewe ſpent in do- 


Ing. 
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ing nathing ! how much in that which comes to 
nothing ! Nay, how much have many of us ſpent 
in that which muſt, fo far as it's poflible, be un- 
done again , orelte weare eternally miterable ! 
How many of us have liv'd the half; nay, two 
thirds ; nay, almoſt the whole of our day, and 
are yet to begin our great Work ? To what pur- 
poſe then, I pray, have we liv'd all this while! 
And as for thoſe of us who have in earneſt begun 
our work, how little of it have we done? how 
is it done, as twere-by halves? How little pro- 
portion doth our Diligence, and Induſtry, and A- 
tivity int, bear to the momentouſnefs and great- 
neſs of it, to the aſfaſtances we have, and the un- 
certainty we are at? And ſhall we then refuſe to 
think theſe things over again in our Secret Re- 
tirements? and endeavour, by conſideration, to 
drive them home into our Souls, till all the Pow- 
ers we ave, are, awakened to the earneſt doing of 
the Work of hym that ſent us, while the Day 
laſts, befare the. Night over-takes us ? Is our 
working Day fo fhort, and can we then find any 
of 1t, to lote?- Is it ſa uncertain, and ſhall we 
dare to delay, ? Oh, if we have any ſober Reaſon 
teft,, 1f we are not perfetly mad, beſotted, and 
ftupify'd;; if we would not in another State fruit- 
teſly torment our ſelves for ever, let us improve 
our working time to the beſt advantage. 

; That 
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That we may ſo do, let us, 

1. Begin to work betimes ; Which if we could 
be prevail'd upon to do it, would bring unſpeak- 
able advanttges with it. Oh, let none of us who 
think not our ſelves too young to live, or too 
. young to ie, think our felves too young to do 
' that work tor which we were ſent into the world. 
The ſooner we begin to work,the more eafe and 
peace may We @e: «pect i in our remaining days, and 
the more work may we hope to do. If well be- 
gin to work in our youthtul days, and hold on 
working, we may hope by the Divine Bleffing to 
do Three times as much work as thoſe, who, tho 
they ſhould live as long as we, yet ſpend a third 
part of their day idly, without: any ways an{wer- 
ing the Ends of Life : And we might expect an 
increaſe of our Reward hereafter, pr 10Na- 
ble to the increaſe of our work here. Night may 
overtake the youngeſt of us, and therefore we 
have Reaſon to go to work out of hand. And 
the more advancd any of us are in years, {till the 
more Reaſon have we immediately to begin it, 
if we have not already done it. A delay in this 
caſe 1s dangerous, and may be our Ruin. - O let's 
therefore be 1dle no longer, but work the Work of 
bim that ſent us while it s day. 


D 2 2. Let 


, 
| 
| 
| 


ISS COT 
ba i. Bs. _—y 


as __ A. — 2 _— <= DH —_ CO. OOO I 


—__— "A _””_ 


- 
— 
Mw mw _- 
— 


"A Funeral Sermon. 


— 


2. Let us carefully avoid all thoſe things that 
would hinder us in our Work. The Weaknel: 
and Neceſlities of our Natures, in our preſent 
State, occafion a great many unavoidable Avoca- 
tions from our great Work. Much of our ſhort 
day's cut off by Infancy, when we can do no- 
thing; and Childhood, when we are at molt ca- 
pable but of juſt beginning our Work ; By the 
rime that muſt be ſpent in eating, and drinking, 
and ſleeping, for the Recruit and ſupport of our 
Bodies, and in Recreation that's needful for our 
Health and Refreſhment ; and a great many 0- 
ther things I might mention, which tho ſubord1- 
nate duties, yet are avocations from that great 
Work we were made for. We have no nee 
therefore to be in love with Clogs, Impediments, 
and Embarraſments, as too too many ſeem to be. 
Let's rather prudently endeavour to avoid them : 
it we have any, let's as much as may be lay thum 
alide : Let's watch and ftrive againſt all the En- 
croachments they would make upon that time 
which ought to be ſpent in our great Work, like 
thoſe that are in earneſt for Heaven and another 


World. And, 


3- Thirdly and Laſtly, Let, us work apace, and 
do as much Work as ever we can in ſo /hort and 


uncertain a time as we have to do it in. Our Day 
ha- 


EE — 
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haſtens, and {0 let cur Work. Whatever our band 
finds to do, let's do it with our might ; as the Wiſe 
Man expretſcs it, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Were our day 
as long as Methuſalah's, s, our work 1s ſuch that we 
ſhould have no time to loſe. But when it 1s fo 
#h: rt and uncertain, and we have ſuch great and 
important Work to do, we had need double our d1- 
ligence ; and if well take this courſe, we ſhall 


have no Reaton to complain of the Shortneſs of * 


our Lives ; for he that does the-work of Fifty or 
1 hreeſcore Years in Seve or Eight and TI wenty, 
is happier than he that lives fo long in the world. 
Oh, let's earneſtly endeavour to make ſuch daily 
advances, as that our Work may beat an End as 
ſoon as our Day. 


2. Letus often think of, and ferioul]y ſet our 
{elves to prepare for an approaching Night. Weare 
all (my Friens) endued with a Power of Foreſight; 
Let's in this caſe make uſe of it: Let's think 
with our ſelves, that as ſurely as 'tis now Day 
with us, 'twill e're long be Night ; as ſurely as 
we now live ſhall we ſhortly die; and let's endea- 
vour to yield to the Power of ſuch a Thought. 
Whenever we are tempted to Delays, to Negli- 
gence, Inditterence and [Kemilsnels 11 our Gran! 
Concern; Let's think how ſwittly the Night is 
haſting towards us, and how earneſtly Death is 
pur- 
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purſuing after us; and let's act as thoſe that are 
in expectation of it. Let's reſolve with holy 
Job, that we'll wait all the days of our appointed 
time, till our change come, Job 14. 14. Let'snot 
be ſo fooliſh as to hear of others {)eaths, without 
reficting on our own : Io accompany others to 
their graves, without thinking that we muſt 

1ortly follow them. Let's Live m the day time 
as thoſe that have night 1n their view. When 
the Jabouring Countreyman tees the night ap- 
proaching, he'l put to all his ſtrength, and vigo- 
routly endeavour to fhmniſh his undertaken work 
ere the ſun go down: Let us do fo too; and 
then be our day longer or ſhorter,our Night will 
be comfortable ; We may lift up our Heads with 
joy. But on the contrary how doleful will our 
night be if we work not 1n the day time! How 
diſmal a thing will it be at the cloſe of our Lives 
to find juſt cauſe for this Reflection, that we have 
livd in vain, without doing that for which God 
fent us hither ! What Horror and Amazement 
will then ſeize upon us ! What can we then ex- 
pect will ſupport or cheer us! What Rage and 
Deſpair will potleſs us ! Would we not have this 
to be our caſe? Then let us by doing our work 
in the Day, prepare for the Night that's coming, 
And Oh what account ſhall we be able to grve 


= | | — 
© the God that fent us hither, 1f we mind net 
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the Work & fhrrwelaich Hetentius* If we can find 
time now for every thing elſe but to'mind our main 
Concern, how-ſhall we dare to look God 1n the 
Face another day ? How can we think we ſtand 
before his Bar, to give an account for all ou am 
er and Capacity, Time and 0 pportunity of MW. orbing 

for our Calls, Admonitions and warnings to —_ 
ply our ſelves to our work, for all our allure- 
ments and enticements, Helps and. aſhſtances to 
work © Oh how ſhall we then ſtand ſpeechleſs if 
now we remain idle ! Then be confounded if 
now we are neghgent ! Oh then if we love our 

ſelves, if we delire to be Happy, Let us by doing 
the work of him that ſent us while the day laſts, 

prepare for that night which approaches, in 
which no work can be done, but we mult re- 
ceive our Wages. And thus much may tuthce 
for general Improvements. 


And now that I may follow this preſent Stroke 

Providence, whither it ſeems more particularly 
Ke direct its Voice, grve me leave to addreſs my 
ſelf to you, my Brethren, of the Tounger Sort, 
whom God 1s pleaſed to. call to publick Work 1n his 
Vineyard. 

One of our ſmall Number's gone. and he none 
of the mconftderableſt netther. God fet him a 
Work for a little while, and then call'd him a- 
way ; 
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way ; and hath not this a Voice, and that to us 
particularly ? Our Deceaſed brother, and God 


by him ſeems: to cry aloud to all of us, to work 


-the works of him that ſent us while tis day, ere 


the night overtake us. 

The work, my brethren, to which we have ſet 
our hands is ſacred and awful ; 'Tis enough, 1 
profeſs ſerioutly, to make our hearts to ake, and 
our Knees to tremble,to ſet our ſelves ſolemnly to 
think upon it. 'I 1s difficult work : Difficult in it 
ſelf, and more peculiarly fo, by reaſon of the 
circumſtances of the time wherein our Lot is 

caſt.It hath ever indeed been dithcult to bear up 
Gods honour in the world, to vindicate his truths 
from contempt, to engage men heartily in his 
ſervice, and to bring Souls to Heaven : But how 
are the difficulties encreaſed upon us, thro' the 
deſperate malignity of many, the Lukewarmneſs 
and indifference of moſt ; The peeviſhneſs and 
moroiſneſs of ſome, and the G1ddineſs and wan- 
tonneſs of others ! Alas for us, what ſhall we 
do to promote that Wiſdom that is from above, that 
is pure, and peaceable, and gentle, and eaſy to be en- 


Jam. 3. 17. treated \ fall of $00: 1 fruits, without partzality and with- 


out Hyp3x Tiſy, in the Age we live in, in which 
the wiſdom of the world ſo much prevails, and 
true Religion 1s fo like to expire © "Tis true, Our 
Keverend Fathers, thanks be to God, do as yet 
bear 
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beer the Prune of the Day; and God grant they 
may long do fo. But alas, the Prophets dont live 
for ever, any more than others; Within a few 
years they” [1 all drop off, and the burthen wall 
lie on young ſhoulders : And what ſhall we then 
do? What ſhall we do to ſtem that Tide of Athe- 
{ſm and Irreligion, that hath overflown us? What 
ſhall we do in oppolition to the Scepticiſm by 
which we find ſo many unravell'd and undone * ? 
hat ſhall we do to recover the Power of God- 
lineſs, of which our Fathers tell us fo much.tho 
we can {ce o little, 1t being almoſt loſt ? What 
ſhall we do to root out thoſe Prejudices which 
have ſo long been rivetted in many peoples minds? 
hat ſhall we do to pacthe thoſe angry Heats, 
and icop thole raging Contentions vvhich have 
continued fo long, till they have almoſt eat out 
tre Spirit and Lite of Religion ? What thall we 
do to revive I rue, Generous, Catholick Chriſti- 
anity ? Our Difficulties ſeem rather to grow than 
diminiſh : And ſhall we not then, out of a ſenſe 
of the great oppoſition we ſhall meet with on all 
ſides, take great care to qualihe, diſpoſe and fit 
our 1clves for the Great Werk that will lie upon us, 
by trealuring up of Knowledge daily, laying afide 
of Prejudices our ſelves, and taking up nothing 
but upon good Grounds, by ſtudying the things 
that make for Peace on all hands, by arming our 
ſelves 
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ſelves vvith refolution to go through g ood report 
and bad report, to be above Smiles and Frowns''; 


Þ 


and aboveall, by keeping upan intimate Acquai- 
tance vvith that God vvho gives us a Comrmitton, 
and vvhoalone can give us afh{tance and tuccels ? 
And yet in the mean time the Day we have to work 
in is ſhort and uncertain ; We know nt but our 
Work may beat an end as ſnon almoſt as re be- 
IN ; _- therefore we have need carefu'ly to 1m- 
= all opportunitic > of Service, ant to work a- 


__ 
pace. It 1s indeed enough to fur rp! ze us, vvhen 
we contder all things, to think that God ſhould 
have raisd up fo many of us in fo diſcouraging 


Times as we have paſs'd d through ; that he ſhoul, 4 


have given usany tolerable competency of Fitn ls 
for hisService, and that heſhould in any mecaſar 
own 15 1n 1t. 'But alas, my Brethren, ſet's eb 
too conhdent ; God can nip buddins | 
= if he ple ales, wit ſhow us t9 the! Yerll, and 


p 
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Ly our fins, provoke! tim tolay us af le, as Veſſels 
[22 -hereinbe bath no plea ſure. Let's $ wort therefore for 
Gol, without Self- ſeeking : Let's take care to rc- 
commend Religion to others by oor Lives: Let's 
love as Brethren, and fudiouſly ſtrengthe! n, and 
no ways weaken one anothers hands : Let's apply 
our ſelves diligently to our Wor k, andlet this [n- 


ftance of our Mortality quicken us: Let's often 
{ think 


A Funeral Dermon. 


think this Work of ours will ſoon be at an end; in 
which, if we have been faithful, we ſhall be amply 
newardad * for we /hall ſhine as Sas in God's Right 
Hand. If we have been idle, negligent and care- 
leſs, our puniſhment vvill be proportion d to our 
fin, Let's not be ſo fond as to feed our ſelves 
with hb: op: s of a long time of uſe and ſervice to 
come ; but in the Day let's foreſee our Night : 

Let 's feriouſly bethink our ſelves that Death will 
[con feize Ms, and ſummon us to Judgment ; Our 
Souls will take their flight, and leave our Bodies 
bel wt; and we muſt be beholden to our ſur- 
VIVINg ; Friends to do that laſt Office tor us which 


1:2 are _ P &6ing to do for the Relicks of our Decea- 
1. 1Þ, _—_ Mr. SAMUVELSTEPHENS. 


OF wm 1 ſhan't ſay much to you, though } 
id, if I thought it needful. As for his Fami- 
Pg ty as Noble and Honourable in Heavens Bla- 
ary, it having been ſucceſſively employed 1n 
the Work of the Minil {try ever fince the Reforma- 
tion, his immediate Father only excepted ; 
Which Gap the 7 wo Brothers would baye made up, 
it both had liv'd : But blefled be God that hath 
ſpared us One Branch of ſo. Worthy a Stock. As 
for the Perſon of the Deceafed, he was defign'd for 
the Miniſtry from his Younger Years ; and had as 


Good Adventages all. along, for- the acquiring 
the 
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the needful Accompliſhments for it, as this Land 
vvould afford to thoſe under our Diſcouragcments. 
Which Advantages he ſo Well Improy / | as at 
length to become a Workman tnat needed not to 
be aſham'd. He had a Senſe of Religion inſtill'd 
into him 1n his early Days, about the Fourteenth 
or Fifteenth Year of his Age; ever fincc which 
time he hath been obſerved, by thoſe that knew 
him, to have had a very tender Conſcience. He 
vas noted for his frequency in Prayer, even while 
a Scyool-Boy, the ſerious performance of whico Du- 
ty argues the Greateſt Love to God of any. He 
had a moſt awful Senſe of the Miniſterial E mploy - 
ment, which thoſe with whom he had any ntima- 
cy, will readily teltihe. He was very backward 
to begin to preach, though by his moſt J{i:10vs 
Friends, judg d ſufficiently qualified, and earneſt- 
ly preſt: thro' his great humility, and unwillingneſs 

toruth into ſucha work. And I could tell you of 
a Worthy Divine, to whom he to his dying day, 

us d for the mo! {part to read his Notes, before he il 
Venture with "Them into the Pulpit. His Spirit 
hath many a 1 ime been ſo over-awcd by a ſenſe 
of the Sacredneſs of the Work he was engaged in, 

that he hath been afraid to perſiſt in it, and almoſt 
perſwaded to turn his Thoughts ano ther way. And 
indeed he was humble and modeſt to a Fault. His 
Natural T emper expoſed him ſomewhat to Me- 


lancholy ; 
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lancholy ; and one thing that tended to make his 
Life uneafie, was his great Scrupuloſity, and fear of 
oftending God in the ſmalleſt matters, where cthers 
could apprehend no danger. But in this he was 
on the ſafeſt fide, tho the moſt uncomfortable. But 
he had the happine/$ to be able to conceal his inward 
Trouble from the Obſervation of the World, by a 
free, pleaſant and cheerful Converſation , by 
which he avoided diicouraging others, of which be 
was fearful. 1 look upon him to have had as much 
of I rue Generofity in his Natural Temper, as moſt 
| know. He, from his heart, ſcorn'd to do any 
Thing that was mean, or baſe, or ſervile; and 
abhorr'd every Thing that in the leaſt lookt like 
undermining. 

He ever retaind a moſt prateful ſenſe of the 
KindneſS of thiſe Worthy Gentlemen , and otners,, 
who were his Friends ; and was always ready, to 
the utmoſt of his Capacity, himſelf, todo any Office 
of Kindnefs for any. 

Having been for ſome years employ'd occalio- 
nally 1n the P reaching Work of toe Miniſtry, 1t 10 
pleaſed God, that a Mortal Diſtemper teiz d him, 
which depriv'd the Church of an uſeful Servant, 
and 775 of a Fellow-Labourer, that might have 
been very helpful. Fi Diftemper with Violence 
ſeiz'd his h:ad, the Rage whereof was Vifibly in- 
creaſed by thoſeawtul 7 bovghts of Eternity wherc- 
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WW with he wW as poſſeſſed, I] mention this, the ra- 
ther, that I may thence take occaſion to warn thoſe 
ww) 0 will defer , and pur oft their great w as to a 
Dying g Bed, from this Inſtance, and others of the 
Aa. YYe, often to be met v. to fcc ti 7.7 1 01- 
Iy. my i" UIC w wiſe. For ord yy. UL Cc 1 
dy'd, his Diftem _ | UCP! red hum of the free uf: 
of bis Re aſon 5 an {10 1t happens 1n man) 9 S 
| , in bis Wits, would put oft the Gre: 
" £: ſort into the Werl ſo, 0 "a f 
= yet this may be the caſe of any on: 
Ke ir Eternal State may be irrevocably fixt 
a '{ : Hofor EC We de, and [\YS abſolute! t HC Gp acitated 
to do any thing in our Soul-Aſtairs. But 1 _ 
nd believe cur deceaſed Brother's Work was n 
 t do, but was finiſhed before. 
After that his Natural Strength (which was 2: 
rea! ha tor {ome day S orappled vv as malig- 
"eur, he was oy 6 to yield, 2 Rent was 
| bi: i Sou toob its fight. and Ictt his Body 
ifclef lS, in the e E1g bt and 7 wend5: t/2 Year oj _ Þis Age, 
His Work's ſoon done , but not too ſoon for him, 
who I hope 1s happy. "are now go1n! Ng £2 com- 
mnt his Body to the Earth, there tolye and ro/,which 
will bor tly alſo be the Caſe of eat O!! - of 115, His 
Poll, and W arfare, and Co mbat, ana PRegrior: 
Work ; is at an end. "He s taken aw ay {rom thoſe 
Foils which we may live toſce, For who knows 
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what is coming p31 14 ? W e may, for enght we 
Know, meer with miſeries F; at we jel, tink of, KK! 
tore We aye *. Rug Blefled he God thee 

anther Life, of Reſt, and Peate yang b- y. 1 h Ps 
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«I. ; 
ant tnat tho we cant knovy, = 1] bs tall 1 
VC know thi A Qt! Huredly, - a 17 DIES | 44 


bs at 
which me in the LL rl. for wy rol7 t599 
| WY WY 
ws. ant their Warhbs d fo __ | 
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HE Meourners Companion, or Funeral Diſcour- 
= from ſeveral 7 exts, $40. Price bound 1 s, 


| ach a A * A Funeral Diſccurſe, to bin! 

# |» up with the Mourners Cl ompanicn. 
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El. Sacramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral 7 exts, bef* jore anlF 
: 


| 4; af t: 7 the Lords Supper, together with a "4 'Þ "aſe on 


| k; t/2e is rds Prayer, 12ves. Price byun1 1 5s. 6 d 

| Practical Refledtions on we late E. rtDgua! Wes 1 n af 
k j maica, vicily, Malta, &c. with a particular Hi 

if i ftoric al Account of rs ©, Drvers otizer Earth 
' "Ay JU hes, Price baund 1s. 6d. 

1 The Day of Grace : Or a Diſcourſe c concerning th 
[ P; Jibility, anl Fear of its being paſt before Death 
} ; Sewing the groundleſs Doubts, an: - miſtaken Apprehen 
[ 4 frons of ” ſome, as to their being finally forſaken and lefiff 
| | of Gol + with the dan ger 1 Symptoms a nl Approach- | 

| es of others to ſuch a ſal ſtate e; in Four Sermons fron 
'Y Ptalm $1. I 2. 
Serious RefliBfinis 0 I T ime alt [ Et: Tmty, wi! 12 ſort 
other Subjects, Moral and Divine ; To which is annex: 
F e:l an Appendix concerning toe Fi Wm Day of the Year ;F 
P * bow obſerved by the Fews, an may beſt be employed iv 
[4 a ſerious Chriſtian. | 
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